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The Religious Implications and Theological Thinking
of the Bunun " Song for Bumper Harvest of millet " pasibutbut
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Abstract

Previous studies on the Bunun " Song of Millet Harvest Prayer " pasibutbut, were
rarely presented and discussed from the perspective of Christian theology but mostly from
that of ethnomusicology. This paper attempts to retrace the song’s religious meaning of its
original rituals from a perspective of Christian theology. The pasibutbut is the most important
song sung by Bununese during the liturgy, and its performance, either good or bad, can
determine the millet harvest for the year. A good performance not only makes heavenly god
dihanin glad but also brings abundant blessings upon the tribes. Does this way of singing the
pasibutbut and reaching "up to the heaven® or “ heavenly god” as called by Bununese have
certain relationships to Christian concept of "the Lord, God"? By bringing the pasibutbut
back to its original cultural context and its given presentational processes and contents, and
with Bunun’s traditional religion context in mind, the writer hopes to sort out the possible

functions and meaning of Bununese liturgy and the format of "demolish and rebuild" model
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presented during the liturgy; to understand how this festival song is passed down from
generation to generation in both traditional and modern society; and to discuss the theological

thoughts behind it.

Keywords: Bunun tribe, song of millet harvest prayer, religious context, god of heaven,

theology
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