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Abstract

The meaning of “son” is primary limited to physical descents or relatives. To extend
the meaning, “son” can be used for relationship, characterization and classification. As a
result, “son of God” means a person or a group who has particular relationship with God.

Paul uses the title “Son of God” to describe Jesus as a risen, exalted and heavenly
figure. Paul’s purpose of using this title is soteriological: God sends the “Son of God”
to the world to redeem and to free us to become “sons of God”. “Sons of God” is a
group with the same characterization with “Son of God”. That means that “sons of God”
conform the image of the “Son of God”, in order that the “Son of God” might be the

firstborn within a large family-“sons of God”, which is the church.
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