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Abstract

Atayal Tribal music structure, gwas Imuhuw, musical formation, notation structure,
melody contour, since the time of Japanese occupation, has been extensively researched. As
to gwas Imuhuw, other than technical music analysis, is there a greater need for research?
Borrowing a quote from American Ethnomusicologist, “Music involves not only sound
but the human behavior which is a prerequisite for producing sound.” This quote is saying,
analyzing music requires an examination of human action. It also means that, music is not
something mankind created for themselves, rather it is the result of actions that produced
music, and music is therefore not an isolated phenomenon.

For the same reason, gwas Imuhuw is not simply applied in singing, it hides the tribal
culture, history and memories. Especially in the case of “Improvisation Singing” toward
self-disclosure/self-ability as well as the interpersonal relationship in the act of listening
and singing, it is this area that has been overlooked in past research. Further, from the
practical cultural renewal standpoint, this type of oral Atayal tradition, due to the passing of
the generations, qwas Imuhuw been sang to the 21% century, it has developed a completely
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different cultural survival value, therefore to the modern young generation’s traditional
cognitive changes toward gwas Imuhuw, it is something that cannot be ignored.
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