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Abstract

This article is based on Hualien County, Bunun Tribal Group, focused upon the Kivit
Village as a basis of this research. This study will look into when the Bunun Tribal People
after immigrating to the outside world, through the influence of social structure, how it
affects modern day Bunun marital family.

Traditional Bunun marriage sets ethical norms of marriage taboo, taking into practice of
marriage within the tribal group, exchange in marriage, force marriage as their main practice.
With the emergent of democratic and free society, modern Kivit Bunun’s younger generation,
choses to free love, starting to have cross cultural marriage situations, between “traditional”
and “modern” difference, discovery of different generations thoughts towards social cultural
immigration changes, Kivit Bunun tribal peoples’ marital families are stuck in a mixed
situation.

The first generation grew up in the high mountains, deeply influenced in the traditional
Bunun traditions, Ma-yuan’s first generation who set their foot in Kivit are long gone;
second generation Kivit Bunun’s understanding towards Bunun traditions, the way they

think, language, these actions are part of Bunun’s cosmic view, hunting as their main way
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of life, with limit interaction with Kivit Amis Group, with little interaction with the modern
world; the second or third generation are the ambiguous generation, because the two different
ways of life are fighting between the traditional ways and the modern way of life. The newest
generation, the fourth generation no longer follow the traditional Bunun cultural lifestyle.

This research study found, Kivit Tribal village’s immigration of people, has increased
skip generational family raising, as well as increased poverty. Younger generation of
parents are unable to in practice to live under the traditional settings, accepting marital
responsibilities, also due to economically unable to raise children or divorce, they pass
on their children to middle aged parents to raise them, traditional family and respective
questions are quickly changing with the ages, middle aged parents felt helpless, sad and
struggling.

Secondly, between modern democratic society and traditional culture, cultivating
the younger generation to have increased ability to reflect upon themselves, through the
traditional ways of thinking, how to live in a democratic free thinking society, as to the
traditional Bunun family, from different aspects of generational experiences, to develop
traditional taboos as well as modern societies’ cross culture, cross generation dialogue.
Not only to help different generations of Tribal people, to rethink and reflect upon gaps in
the traditional family values, the meaning of the fault represented by such cultural norms
in practice, to help them reinterpret their personal life experience, values and family’s

expectations.
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