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Abstract

“Whale and elephant, these two creatures are too different, it is not possible for them
to communicate or even to fight” these are words from Karl Barth who answered the BBC
reporter’s question about his attitude towards his theological rival Emil Brunner. Is it true
that different theological opinion make people irreconcilable? This is the question which
John Hesselink, Barth’s supervisee and Brunner’s friend, attempted to overcome. This is a
translated memoir written by John Hesselink (Albertus C. Van Raalte Professor Emeritus
professor of Western Theological Seminary, MI) on his endeavor to reconcile between
theological rivals such as Barth and Brunner. His attempt did not succeed on theological
issue, but created a friendly personal encounter between Barth and Brunner. In certain

point of view, this is reconciliation between old foes, therefore succeed in personal level.
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